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As yet another school year
comes to an end for all of the
children and families at NBA, |
also realized that this spring
marks the end of another chap-
ter in the ulti ma
NBAG. On e-foandderso u r
and my dearest friends, Allison
Lowy Apple, has decided to leave
NBA for continued academic
pursuits and private consulta-
tion. While | wish her the very
best of luck in her future en-
deavors, it is with much sadness
that | say goodbye to one of the
original members of the NBA
team.

NBA is fortunate that Jane
Shively has accep
role as Assistant Director. Jane
has been an asset to our organi-
zation since she began a gradu-
ate internship with us several
years ago and her clinical and
administrative skills will be a
tremendous help to me as we
move forward with our important
work.

Dana Salingerds
ing Coordinator has also recently
been increased so that she can
commit more time to our critical
training model; look for exciting
new changes and additions to our
workshops in the coming months.

The NBA Board of Directors
has also recently taken some new
directions. Board elections were
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held this winter with Lynn Chris-
tian elected as President, Charo-
lett Henderson as Vice Presi-
dent, Julie Thomsen as Secre-
tary, and Michelle Coe as Treas-
urer. Erica Krikorian is serving
as the chair of our Fundraising
Committee and Erin Rosenthal
wi || be the NBA
pleased that the Board is taking
a more active working role with
the NBA staff in moving toward
a unified vision for the organiza-
tion.

Together with t
continued assistance and the on -
going support of the wonderful
families and friends of NBA we
look forward to a fun filled and
successful summer, holding
strong that,
Northwest Behavioral Associ-
ates is to provide individual-
ized intervention and education
for children with autism and re-
lated disorders and their fami-
lies, while promoting awareness
of this increasing diagnosis in
the community. o6

oou

Our mission at Northwest Behayv-
loral Associates is to provide
Individualized therapy and educa-
tion for children with autism and
related disorders and their fami-
lies, and to promote awareness
of autism in the community.
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o from the Begrd

Dear Families and Friends of NBA,

st

As the staff returns from the 31
Annual Association for Behavior
Analysis Conference in Chicago, it
reminds us that another school year
is coming to an end. Although the
past year has brought new faces to
NBA (Michael Konkel and Monica
Chen) we say
that has contributed so much to NBA.
Allison Lowy Apple has accepted a
position at the University of Wash-
ington and we wish her the very best.

In the month of March it was nec-
essary for NBA to increase rates by
15% to offset their rising operating
costs. In the months that followed,
parents were presented with revised
Information Packets. Together par-
ents, Stacey Shook, and Program
Managers reviewed current policies,
rates, fees, staff descriptions, and
services.

Summer Social Skills groups were
recently arranged. Due to their suc-
cess in past years,
groups will be run two days a week
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beginning July 5 " through August
26". The groups will be lead by Amy
Barnhill, Dana Salinger, Wendy
Knowles, and Senior Tutor Danette
Ames.

Tutor training continues to be a
successful endeavor under Training
Coordinator Dana Salinger. Recently

o f ar e wanlldtréductioa to BIBAK\OksMap

has been added to the various train-
ing opportunities for the autism
community.

One very exciting plan in the
works is the opening of a pilot pre -
school. We have been exploring pos-
sible locations and hope to have this
pre-school in place by the fall of
2007. One of the main goals is to
offer students the best individual-
ized education with the most highly
trained educators while in a class-
room setting.

Although we will not be having our
0OArt for Auti smé
year, there wild!l
Gues$t Day Gaf Toumamert & Bear
Creek Country Club scheduled for

Tuesday, July 19™. Proceeds from this
event will benefit NBA and we are
looking forward to a very successful
event! If you are interested in being a
volunteer at this event or would like to
help procure items please e -mail me at
mikeandlynnchristian@comcast.net .

Meet our newest Board Members:

Erin Rosenthal: Erin helped found
NBA back in 1999 and over the next 4
years worked as a Program Manager
(serving over 12 children) and Program
Coordinator. Erinis a stay -at-home
mom with a 2 year old son and expect-
ing her 2 " child this summer.

Erica Krikorian: Erica, a parent of
twin boys served by NBA and an attor-
ney , has graciously taken on the job of
Fundraising Chair. She brings with her
many innovative fundraising ideas and
her enthusiasm and sense of humor has
made her the perfect addition to the
Board.

We would like to thank all the fami-

b ¢jies for all of their generous support!

We look forward to a fantastic sum-
mer!

Jane Shively, Dana Salinger and Michael
Konkel at the 31 ** Annual Association for
Behavior Analysis Conference in Chicago.
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eleome Monica Chen

Joining the team at NBA feels
like coming home again! As a
Bellevue native, | worked here
ages ago as a home therapist for
many NBA children. It has been a
long, roundabout journey back to
NBA.

It was as if by accident that |
fell into the ABA profession. Af-
ter graduating from UW with an
undergrad degree, | took on the
job of a home therapist. All along
the way, | kept telling myself that
this was a temporary job to fill my
time before going back to grad
school. Then, | unexpectedly fell
in love with the job. | was so ex-
cited to find that | could make a
real di fference
My first big break came when |
taught one of my students to wear

n

long pants and to eat rice (something
he despised!). This was when | first
realized that | could be a driving force
in a childds I|ife,
relationships that | built with families.
So ironically, | decided to leave NBA.
The inside joke is that Dana was the
person who drove me away.

Actually, | owe Dana a big thanks
for inspiring me to pursue grad school
at her alma mater. For two years, |
spent hours beyond hours of studying
and conducting research studies at
Columbia University Teachers College.
I was lucky enough to study under the
guidance of R. Douglas Greer, a phe-
nomenal professor who worked closely
with B.F. Skinner himself. During
school, | also worked full -time teach-
ing at the Fred S. Keller School in
Yonkers, NY. The intensive ABA pro-
gram at Columbia has given me a solid
foundation of ABA knowledge that |
draw upon every day.

After graduating
degree, | warked abrpad in Hong Kong
CPI| renos ||e/es.
for-almost two years.” In Hong Kong, |
helped start the first ABA school in

Asia. As | look back, Hong Kong
was one of the greatest challenges
| have ever encountered profes-

a

siahally. Intaregian slmastaapleteé h e

of resources to teach children with
special needs, | was the only quali-
fied behavior analyst for thousands
of miles around. Although chal-
lenging, going to Hong Kong was one
of the greatest experiences ever,

and | would do it again in a heart-

beat!

So after living abroad for a

while, | decided it was time to

come back home. And | must thank
Stacey for hiring me so | could

have this opportunity to return to

my hometown. | missed my friends
and my family, and not to mention

the comforts of the all

-American

lifestyle! Not only did | miss base-
ball and Jay Leno and ER, | also

mi ssed

bagel s,

ter cups, and (believe it or not!)

w i Gostco $L-5qpolish sausages w

drink.
Ameri can
to be back home!

Small Group Upndate

I't is hard to
Small Group Intervention Program
for the 2004 -2005 school year is
coming to an end. Dana and | are
thrilled to have had the opportu-
nity to participate in the social
skills development in all 33 partici-
pating students. It has been very
exciting for us to watch them

form friendships, enhance play and

b e | i geoupeskills, laral incrdd €& Ac@ial inter-

actions with one another. We are so
very proud of our students for their
hard work and progress! We look for-
ward to this
tervention Program and to the 2005 -
2006 school year. Thanks so much to all
of our assistants for their valued help
and dedication!

summer &s

In memory of Tony Newsome, a donation was made to NBA providing funding for two

i ndividual

schol ar shi

ps for

t his

summer 0s

extremely pleased to grant these scholarships to two very deserving NBA families!
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