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Seasons Greetings
and Families!

As we prepare to welcome 2005, |
am reminded what a wonderfully suc-
cessful blur of a year 2004 has been
for NBA thanks to the families we
serve and the many supporters we are
fortunate enough to have.

The year began with our expansion
and renovation and the official wel-
come of Jane Shively as a Program
Manager as she moved into her own
office. Our Behavioral Strategies for
Families Training course was launched
in February and met with very posi-
tive feedback. Spring brought the
annual trip to the Association for Be-
havior Analysis conference in Boston
where Jane Shively presented as part
of a symposium chaired by Stacey
Shook and Amy Barnhill and Kelly Fer-
ris successfully presented posters.
With the summer came our third an-
nual Summer Social Groups, now called
the Small Group Intervention Pro-
gram, which were more successful
than ever. We also welcomed another
new Program Manager, Michael
Konkel.

On September 2, 2004, NBA cele-
brated its fifth anniversary as an or-
ganization. The founding members
and Board of Directors were honored
with a catered buffet. All families,
staff, Advisory Board, and current
and former Board of Directors were
invited to attend the event that was
the culmination of a weeklong cele-
bration in the office.

September rolled right into Octo-
ber and

t o our second annual Art for Autism
benefit. Not only were we able to
raise money to help with our Scholar-
ship and Training Programs, but also
even more importantly, the night was
a warm and enjoyable beginning to the
NBA community that we are striving
to create in the coming years. The
chairs of this
Danette Ames, Linda Bressler, Lynn
Christian, and Christina Peters. They,
along with a league of wonderful vol-
unteers, made the night memorable
for all who attended. NBA would like
to extend a special note of apprecia-
tion to them, along with auctioneer
Laura Michalek, emcee Gary Hoffman,
featured artist Nina Seven, Parent
Speaker Erik Zikos,
entertainment, The Pontunes.

We have many exciting projects in
the works and are constantly striving
to create new programs and update
our model to serve our children and
families better. Our primary goals
for the year include Board develop-
ment and recruitment, community
building, and innovative educational
program expansion. Join us in 2005 in
making NBA be all that we dreamed it
could be just five short years ago!

Happy New Year!

Stacey Shook, Ph.D., BCBA

Executive Director
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Our mission at Northwest Behayv-
loral Associates is to provide
Individualized therapy and educa-
tion for children with autism and
related disorders and their fami-
lies, and to promote awareness
of autism in the community.
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THE SECOND ANNUAL "ART FOR
AUTISM" RAISED OVER $50,000!!!

A huge thank you to the MANY
people who helped with this year's
"Art for Autism" Fundraiser Dinner
and Auction. The evening was at-
tended by over 150 people plus the
numerous volunteers who worked all
afternoon and evening setting up,
checking everyone in and out, and
making sure that the evening ran
smoothly!

It was truly a magical evening that

included wonderful music by The Pon-
tunes, a fabulous parent speaker Erik
Zikos, a touching slide show, delicious
food and drinks, and our talented Auc-
tioneer, Laura Michalek.
Again, a special thank you to all

of the donors, corporate sponsors, and
volunteers that made this fundraiser an

enormous success and a great time
had by all!

Lynn Christian
Art for Autism Co-Chair

slecome Michasl Konke

| am a Florida native and a
Board Certified Associate Be-
havior Analyst. | received my
Bachelor Degree in Liberal Arts
/ Psychology specializing in Be-
havior Analysis from the Univer-
sity of Florida. Go Gators!!
While at UF, | worked in an Ex-
perimental Behavior Analysis
laboratory and Applied Behavior
Analysis classroom for my junior
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and senior years. My experience at
UF was filled with many facets of
behavior analysis and | was lucky to
have worked with some of the pio-
neers in the field. While attending
UF, | started my quest at becoming
fluent in American Sign Language.
After college | taught ASL as a for-
eign language to high school students
utilizing the principles of Direct In-
struction as well as the Standard
Celeration Chart for acquisition and
retention measurement. In addition,
| worked with children in the first

ever state -wide parent training for
pre-adoptive and foster parents who
cared for children with problematic
behaviors. The Behavior Analysis
Project in Florida employed over 50
fulltime behavior analysts serving
approximately 500 children. Since
moving to Washington, | have worked
in home programs with children with
autism as well provided group in-
struction in NBAO®Ss
School Year Group Instruction pro-
grams.

Prior to working in the behav-
ior analysis field, | worked at my
familyds stained
Brandon, FL for ten years. While
working with my family, | was
invited to the National Stained
Glass Guild and have installed
custom stained glass all over
Florida. | was honored to install
a piece in New York City.

| was raised in Riverview,
Florida which was then small a
town outside of Tampa. My fam-
ily is an important part of my life.
My parents instilled a sense of
individuality and always taught me
that | should endeavor to make a
difference. | have been known to
tear something apart (without
guidance) and rebuild it while re-
pairing problems and typically
enhancing its performance. My
goal at NBA is to help every child
be able to succeed and live their
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Tuter Tralning Update

Thanks to the generous donations during our
Auction, the tutor training program is up and run-
ning again. We were able to train 10 intermediate

tutors last month and are looking forward to many
more trainings in 2005. Watch you mailboxes and
email for further information!

NEA Wishlist

Curricula :
~SRA Reading Mastery 8 Rainbow Series

~Scott Foresman Reading: grades K -2 - all vol-
umes of the readers

~Scott Foresman, Addison Wesley Math: grades
k, 1, 2 Teacher's Guides

Materials :
~Earobics for the computer
~Lakeshore Storyteller Library

~Lakeshore Buckle, Lace and Tie ~Dressing
Frames

~Lakeshore Learn to Dress Book

~Lakeshore Listening and Following Directions
Activity Packs

~Lakeshore Sort and Match Reading Games
~Super Duper WH Question Combo Decks
~Super Duper Ask and Answer WH Fun Sheets
~Super Duper Cause and Effect Cards

~LVA Emotions in context flash cards

~Puzzle rack

~Super Duper Birthday Party CD dRom everyday

social skilss
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~Super What 06s

Scenes

duper

~The social skills picture book

Toys/Games:
~Sensory integration full -length bag
~Bailey's Book House

~Millie's Math House

~Tool Bench

~Fire House

Miscellaneous:

~QuickBooks, the non -profit version
~Digital camera

~Overhead projector

~Laptop (PowerPoint, Excel & Word compatible)

-Student desks
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When playing a social skills game Tony picked a card
from the 'voice volume' category. The question on the
card was - "What would happen if you used a loud
voice to ask your teacher a question while the other

students in your class were working?" Tony's response
"It would break her glasses."

"Wendy....you combed your hair!"

Brady, age 11, when seeing Wendy's new haircut.

When given the written question, "What is a friend"
Saara responded, "A friend is someone who is a good
friend and who is a friend. It is percin who is a friend
and who is also a good friend."

When asked to problem solve what he would do if he
forgot his lunch money. Marcus, age 9, said, "Well, I'd
have to find a secondary source of funds."

When asked why he rewinds his movies, Austin replied "
Mom, it's like a storybook on the television."

Matthew says to his mom,
pl exed by the question,
chicken wings?§6 Matt hew
ate my wings! o Hi s mom
to her blowing up his water wings.

NEA Heliday Seheduls

Just a reminder, below are the days the Center will be closed:
Wednesday, December 23, 2004 0 Friday, December 31, 2004
Winter Break
Monday, January 17, 2005 0 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Monday, February 21, 2005 OPresident 0s
Monday, May 30, 2005 & Memorial Day
Monday, July 4 and Tuesday, July 5, 2005 & July 4™ Break
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